


[music]
Janette Derucki: Welcome to Can't Shelve This, the podcast where we hammer home the importance of school libraries. I'm Janette Derucki, and I'm joined today by my co-host, Leah Gregory.
Leah Gregory: Hi, everyone.
Janette: And we are on location at University High School in Normal, Illinois, with their fantastic school librarian, Amy Brokaw. Hi, Amy.
Amy Brokaw: Hello.
Janette: Thanks so much for hosting us today and joining us on the podcast. We're super excited to see your space taking on the chaos that is Can't Shelve This.
Leah: We're extra chaotic today, even.
[laughter]
Janette: So can you tell us a little bit about how you got into scho ol librarianship?
Amy: Well I started my undergrad at the University of Illinois in their History Secondary Education program. I thought I was going to teach 9th- through 12th-grade history. When I graduated, I learned along the way that the U of I also had a really good library science program. So I took a semester to take some intro classes and I fell in love with one of Kate McDowell, her storytelling classes.
Janette: Oh, love Kate McDowell.
Leah: Kate McDowell.
Amy: I went ahead and applied and went through their program. Since I had a lot of the education classes, I was able to already have that certification part.
Janette: Kind of fast-track through it.
Amy: Yeah.
Janette: That's really great.
Amy: Then I started working at my first school library, which was K-12 District in Payson, Illinois, over by Quincy. People don't know where that's at. It's a small town.
Leah: I know where that's at.
Janette: On the river.
Amy: Then I was there for eight years. Then I went to Blue Ridge, which is Farmer City, Mansfield. So that’s a shoutout to both RAILS and Heartland. Then I ended up here at U-High. This is my seventh year at University High School.
Janette: So along the way, you've been a school librarian for lots of different grades and ages of students. Do you have a favorite? Is high school your favorite?
Amy: The students are the best part of any school. I love them all in different ways. But I really enjoy, at University High School, being at one library. At my K-12 buildings, you're in multiple spaces all the time. You always are feeling like you're shortchanging-
Leah: Changing the other one.
Amy: -some of the students. So it's really nice to be able to focus on one group. And I really do like the content that I get to do with high school, their research papers, and different things.
Janette: So for all those different schools that you were in, did you have support staff? We met your assistant here.
Amy: Yes, she's amazing.
Janette: I don't know if you want to tell us a little bit about Stacy.
Amy: Yeah. So here , I have Stacy. She's our library specialist. She keeps the library running and is what enables me to be in classes. The library wouldn't be the space it is without her. If you see anything that looks creative and cute and welcoming, she's made it. Whenever I get to go into a classroom and partner with a teacher or students, she's keeping everything, going in here with our kids, our students.
Leah: And you can do that and not worry.
Amy: Absolutely not.
Janette: Yes. That is the important part of it.
Leah: That is the important part, yes, because if you're out and then you're like, "Nobody's in the library--" I used to hate having to leave the-- I loved collaborating with teachers, but then the library is closed because I didn't have a Stacy. I wish I did.
Amy: Everybody should have a Stacy.
[laughter]
Janette: We talk about that a lot because we get a lot of parapros or non-licensed staff members who are running libraries who are like, "If they hire a licensed librarian, what will happen to me?" I'm like, "You actually need everyone."
Leah: You are going to keep doing what you do every day, yes.
Janette: You need more than just a licensed librarian. Yeah, sure, curriculum is important, selection, all of those things, the library tasks that librarians are trained to do. But also, you have to have someone who's facilitating the operation part of it, right?
Amy: Yes.
Janette: So tell us a little bit about U-High. It's a little bit different than the other school districts that you may have worked at. Your situation and access to resources is very different than a typical school district, right?
Amy: We are the laboratory school of Illinois State University, which means we get to welcome in all of the college students on campus that are learning how to be teachers and they're practicing in our spaces with our teachers, who are their cooperating teachers. During a teaching window, we have 140 college students in our course all the time.
Janette: That's a lot of students.
Amy: That connection with ISU makes it a little different because all of the resources those students have access to at Illinois State University are also available because our faculty are faculty associates at Illinois State University. I guess that would be the main difference, is we're-- that connection with ISU and being a laboratory school.
Leah: How does admission work for this high school? Can anyone attend this high school?
Amy: Yes. Students apply to come to U-High. Then I think we have space in our building for 150. I think so.
Janette: It's not a large student body. It's pretty small.
Leah: It's pretty small.
Amy: Yes. We have 600, about, in our school, I think, total.
Janette: I guess when you think about prototypical high school, it's about that size, right?
Leah: Yes.
Janette: Kind of nice.
Leah: I was thinking about having so many student teachers available to you from ISU, I'm like, the class ratios are much better than normal. [laughs]
Janette: It's also hard, though, for staff because you are constantly in that mode of teaching students, but teaching-
Leah: It's like a teaching hospital.
Amy: Yes, it's very much like an internship.
Janette: You're teaching students, but also teaching teachers.
Amy: Yes. A little different than maybe the traditional student teaching part. That's usually that spring semester. Here, we have interns, and they start at the very beginning of the school year with our teachers. They are in the classroom and pretty much taking over a classroom in the second semester.
Leah: That's amazing.
Amy: Yes. When you talk about it being like a medical internship-
Janette: It really is.
Leah: When they leave here, they have got some significant teaching experience under their belts.
Amy: Yes.
Janette: Well and it's so advantageous for the students because it's not like-- I think about other student teachers where they're like, "Oh, I have to relocate to another part of the state for a semester to do student teaching in this district or whatever." It's very close and convenient for them because it's basically on campus.
Amy: Yeah, we are on campus.
Janette: I was like, I had to get a permit for your parking lot. It's on campus.
Leah: Yes, it is.
Amy: It's really cool. That first semester, then, we call them TCH 216. TCH stands for teaching and learning. That's the course number. Those students come over, and they are in our building Monday, Wednesday, Thursday. They practice and go through that. First, they're observing, and then they teach a series of lessons as well with the students. So they're really practicing that part. They're in the classroom practicing and teaching, and using instructional strategies and learning best practice before they even get to student teaching.
Janette: So do you also bring in those teachers to the library, or is that mostly just classroom focus?
Amy: Great question. At the beginning of their teaching window, whenever they start, we welcome them in. All the faculty associates in the building provide PD. There's like a two-week window where they can sign up for different sessions that teachers are going to show them how to use Google Classroom or maybe a teaching strategy that's tailored to their curriculum area, whether that's English or math, or science. Then I get to host one that's about the library and all its resources. I always tell them-
Leah: This is what we dream of for student teachers.
Janette: We really talk about this a lot, about how teachers, they know about the library, but maybe don't always get the hands-on knowledge of how it can integrate with their own work.
Amy: That's my goal, I guess, with that particular PD, is to show them, "Here are the resources available here. When you get to your school, what experiences and what connections can you make with your school library?"
Janette: I love that.
Leah: And go straight to your new job superintendent and say, "What resources and funding does our library have here? Because I came from the best, and I want you to match it." [laughs]
Janette: So you've talked a little bit about you going into classrooms and things like that. What is your scheduling like here?
Amy: We have a flexible schedule, which is very helpful. I can partner with classrooms at any time, especially with having wonderful Stacy, as students call her, Delightful Durham. Anyway, I can go into different classrooms throughout the day. It's helpful when the teacher's like, "We're starting a research project. Can you come in and walk us through the different resources?" I can do that at the start of their unit and then stop in periodically to follow up and see what else-
Leah: See how it's going?
Amy: Yeah. The other part we do are book talks, where they'll maybe be starting an independent reading project for their class, either on a certain topic for business or history, or it's just free reading for sophomore writing. We do those as well. Sophomore writing this year was really cool. They sent in TV shows and movies, and books that they've read that they were already interested in. We got to make personalized book recommendations for all of them.
Leah: That's my favorite thing to do.
Janette: I love that.
Amy: So yeah, I get to just collaborate in different ways with teachers.
Leah: That's such a great way to get to know kids. It's like, "Tell me what you like." I love that.
Amy: And it's easier, too, because we have 150.
Janette: Here's the very mundane and boring organizational piece of this. Tell us about your library. How's it structured? What kind of resources do you have that you provide?
Amy: The really mundane is just what hours we're open, which might be different. I start my day at 7:00. We have a 7:00 a.m. early bird with classes. Then Stacy stays until 4:30. So our library is open 7:00 to 4:30 every day.
Janette: The entire day, I love that.
Amy: It's really helpful because we don't have buses. So if students are getting dropped off in the morning before their parents head to work, the library is a place for them to come and hang out. I have some that are like my regulars we have at 7:00 a.m. Then Stacy stays after school until 4:30. School ends at 3:00. So students can hang out here until they have practice. Our kids are so involved in every--
Leah: Yes, I can imagine.
Amy: Theater, sports, band, musical, all the things.
Janette: I'm thinking, just time to sit and either take a break-
Leah: Or maybe do their homework, just have a snack.
Janette: You can either just get your homework done before you go home, or you can just take a break, read a book.
Leah: Decompress.
Janette: Decompress is probably the right word for that.
Amy: That's that part of the day, I guess. Our students have, what we call “free period.” It's not a study hall. Another unique thing about University High School is that if they don't have class, they are free, just like you would be in college. So they have open campus. Our freshmen usually walk to the little gas station up the block to grab some snacks or something, but that's also their lunch block. So they really learn responsibility early on. I love it when, out of all their options that they have that they could go do, they find-
Janette: They choose you. They choose to come here, right.
Leah: They come to the library.
Amy: That's what the day looks like. For resources-wise--
Janette: I was going to say, obviously, you have books. We can see all of your many wonderful books. I'm assuming databases and things like that. What else do you have? You have a makerspace, right?
Amy: Yes, in a way. It's not a designated space. Most of the space over there is, I would say, flexible space. Our tables all move around.
Janette: Which I think is what you need in a school most of the time. It can be multi-purpose.
Amy: Yes. Resources-wise, we do have audiobooks and e-books. We use Sora. I absolutely love that for students on demand, like, "I don't have the book, can I get it for you?" And multiple copies for class. Another resource that we have, and we actually just upgraded it, is Swank, our K-12 streaming.
Janette: That's such a great platform.
Leah: That is a great platform. We're really expanding with that in our territory, too. I'm like, if you're listening, go find out about Swank.
Amy: I feel like I'm plugging different resources.
Janette: No, but that's part of what all this is, right, is sharing what works for you so that it might work for somebody else. Maybe you're going to help them fill a gap or a need that they have.
Amy: We bundled that with our licensing part. Now we also have that available to our elementary school. So we're University High School, the laboratory school for 9th through 12th. Then Thomas Metcalf is the K-8. Great building across the way. That's also part of our lab school.
Janette: They have the same lab school model, though, as far as student teachers that go in. It's just working with elementary, middle, versus high school.
Amy: Yes. There is a Live in the Lab Schools podcast that bridges the gaps between those two things that they started this year and answers a lot of those questions about how-
Janette: I love that.
Leah: I’m gonna go check this out.
Janette: I wasn't aware of that.
Amy: Amazing. As faculty associates, we were listening to it like, "Well we didn't know that." It's really good.
Leah: I think all schools should be lab schools, is what I'm learning here today.
Janette: It's amazing. This is a great school. I guess to really get things started, talking about your experience in the library, what's one thing you hope students get when they walk through your doors?
Amy: I hope they find a space for them to be with students coming from so many different places and coming to U-High from different elementary schools. I want them to find that community when they come into our school. And then also know that they can find anything they need. Usually, when they walk in the door, I tell them that this is their space that they can find-- anything they need, they can just ask. We have supply cabinets with any materials I might need for projects. We joke about, if you need it, I can probably find it. That's probably whenever you were asking for an umbrella earlier, I was like, "Here, I have it here. I'm prepared."
[laughter]
Janette: So much of what we've talked about so far makes this seem like a utopian experience. I want to know what do you think is one of your biggest challenges in serving either just high school students or this specific school?
Amy: For me, I think I just always want to do more. No matter what you do, you just always want more. I think we're supporting college students and always helping them, but that's your collaboration. Sometimes, I'm like, "Oh, I have this thing I want to do," but we also are like working around planning those different things. Sometimes that could be a challenge, but I think we have just so many opportunities. I just always want to do more, like, "What else can we figure out?"
Janette: I feel like in conversations I've had with you before, off-camera, you're always like, "Yeah, and we're doing this and we're doing this." I'm like, "How are you doing all of this?" Because you're just one person. I know you have Stacy, and she's a great support, but it's still, that's just two people. It's a lot.
Leah: Yes.
Amy: Our teachers really do collaborate so much and come in the space.
Leah: That’s amazing.
Amy: And they know that we're flexible. We have an instructional coach, and then we also had a curriculum coordinator. They worked with me, and we made a standards map of all the I-SAIL standards. I was able to start putting in different lessons and activities we'd collaborated on with teachers. Then I could share that with each department and say, "Hey, where can you fill in the empty Excel box? Where can we find a spot?" That really helped as well. Just start conversations with different departments.
Janette: I think that's so important to do, too, because I think that a lot of times we talk about aligning your library goals with the goals of other departments or the school itself, their action plan, and things like that, but what does that look like? What you've done is you've taken the library's standards and said, "Here's how it's going to align." Actually, you're demonstrating how it aligns. This is really incredible. Everyone should be doing that because it really is such a great visual representation of how it all manifests. I think that could actually give a school district or administration a visual representation of what the curriculum looks like.
That's so much easier for people sometimes than me reading a list of curriculum goals. It's like, "These all sound vaguely the same. I understand you're teaching slightly one more advanced skill than the previous curriculum goal." At the same time, you're like, "What does this really look like functionally? What's the impact?"
Amy: It just helps show what you're willing to do in different areas for growth and opportunity, too.
Leah: Then I think that also will spark, "Maybe we could do this. I never thought about that before."
Janette: I think, too, there are a lot of times where the library has to demonstrate how it overlaps other curriculum and how we fit into, whereas it sounds like you have a more collaborative relationship in the way that you're having those conversations actively, so that you're both in mutual understanding of how it works.
Leah: They're collaborating with you instead of you-- I feel like a lot of school librarians are like, "Look what I can do for you in your class." They never consider that library is also a curriculum.
Janette: I think it's like the whole “many hands make light work.” A lot of times, everything is overwhelming. Let's be real. We're all trying to do more with less all the time. I think that sometimes it's just understanding how I can lighten your load, but maybe there's something that you're doing that also helps lighten mine. It's a mutually beneficial arrangement to collaborate that way.
Amy: Meeting them where they're at.
Janette: Yeah, that's a really great way to put it.
Leah: So altogether, what's one thing that you hope that your students take away from their experience with this library into their futures?
Amy: I hope they know how to find the resources that they need and that they know the library is a space they can go for resources. Also, that they know the library is a space for them and that it's a space that they can be themselves in.
Janette: Continue that innate curiosity to keep learning and then looking for things to help answer those questions.
Leah: And to never be afraid to step foot in the library when you're going through your life.
Janette: I think, too, it is hard to transition from high school to college. We talk a lot about the transition just through school libraries. In elementary school, you're in the library all the time. At least I felt like I was, and I felt like my kids were. Then, as you get older, your needs for the library or in the library change because you're doing research. It's a lot more academically focused. Sure, there's leisure reading, but it feels like there's less time.
Leah: What high school student has time for leisure reading? It feels like.
Janette: Less and less. Thinking about going into college-- I was not a student who spent a ton of time at the library. I went there when I needed stuff. But I also was not in the Internet era. Would I go there a lot now? Maybe I would because there's databases and all those types of things. We had some of that, but it's just changed so much over the years, and it will continue to change. I wonder, as students have more remote access, does that mean that the scope of what happens inside the library will also change?
Amy: But as long as they know the fundamentals of how to access those resources, that'll make a good bridge.
Janette: I agree. It's been great learning about your library, but I'm really excited to hear from some of your students, which is part of the reason that we were really happy to be on location today. If you want to go ahead and introduce yourself, I would appreciate it.
Suhn Kaeb: My name is Suhn Kaeb. I'm a senior at University High School.
Janette: Thanks so much for being here. We're excited to have a student perspective on the library. We talk to a lot of librarians, but it's always good to hear firsthand from the people who are using this space and what you're using it for. On to the hard-hitting icebreaker that we have. What kind of reader would you say you are? Do you prefer print books? Do you like an e-reader? Do you listen to audiobooks? What's your preferred format?
Suhn: I don't like audiobooks.
Janette: Amen
Leah: Me neither.
Suhn: If people want to use them, that's fine, but narrator voices just get me. I really do like a physical book. I do have a Kindle, but I mostly only use it on vacation. So give me a paperback or hardcover anytime.
Janette: Do you have a preference between paperback and hardcover?
Suhn: Probably paperback just because I feel like it's less of a big deal if I damage it.
[laughter]
Janette: Do you damage a lot of books?
Suhn: No, but I read a lot of books, and I sometimes lose track of where they are.
Leah: I'm a bathtub reader, so I always want to get a paperback because if you drop it in there, it's not as sad as if you drop your--
Janette: Hardcovers are heavy, but I do like the way that they feel when you just hold-- There's something so solid about it. Are you a spine cracker-
Leah: I'm a spine cracker, too.
Suhn: I think so.
Janette: -with your paperbacks? Are you? Yeah. So when you put them on the shelf, they have the little white lines?
Suhn: Yes.
Janette: A lot of people are. How about you, Amy?
Amy: I tend to use a lot of library books for mine. I would say it's mostly hardback for that. I do like a good audiobook when it's a biography. I love listening, especially if the person who wrote the story is the one telling the story, like Michelle Obama's Becoming. I feel like I'm sitting down across the table with her for a cup of tea, a cup of coffee. I like those kinds of stories.
Janette: I agree. I feel like it's very impactful if someone's telling their own story. There's something that hits you about that. It's really great to be here with you at your school. I want to, first of all, congratulate you on winning the AISLE Exemplary School Award.
Amy: Thank you.
Janette: That was really, really great. A very cool honor that we saw you receive last fall. Were you aware that your school is an exemplary school?
Suhn: Yes.
Janette: Of course you are. You go to school here.
Suhn: I actually helped with some of the nomination material.
Janette: Really?
Leah: Oh, cool. I love that the kids were involved.
Janette: Can you tell us a little bit about the process of putting that together? I was going to ask you, one, what motivated you to want to apply for that? Then, two, what was the process like?
Amy: Our school is just exemplary in a lot of ways. Our teachers are amazing. I don't know if you see them walking back and forth all over the place going-- I just really wanted to highlight those things that they're doing in the school. A lot of what the application part is taking all those pieces of evidence and submitting it in a rubric. The committee then looks over that and evaluates what you've submitted for all of it. It was very collaborative. I could ask the students for suggestions if I needed data for those things too, so that I could get them to put that in. We just curated this whole mix of lessons, guest speakers, book projects, student experiences, and put it all together.
Leah: So all the awesome things that happen here, you just put it together in a package.
Amy: That’s what we tried to do.
Janette: What were you mostly responsible for pulling together then, Suhn?
Suhn: Mostly just speaking on my own experience in the library, which is pretty easy. I'm always up to talk about it.
Janette: Awesome, because that's what you're here to do again today. Honestly, on topic. Can you tell us a little bit more about yourself, just your interests, what you like to do in school, out of school? We were talking about this a little bit before we started recording, but I should have saved it for the podcast, really.
Suhn: I am really into art and writing, poetry. I love poetry. I like hanging out with friends and supporting local boba and coffee shops. I like going on walks and being in nature. I also really like advocating for people. Something that I try to do is fundraise with local nonprofits. I'm really proud of being able to do a food drive last semester here at U-High and being able to fundraise with The Immigration Project.
Leah: So she's just an all-around awesome--
Janette: I was going to say, you're just a great community member.
Leah: Yes.
Amy: If you're talking about the library getting award, Suhn is the IHSA Heart of the Arts Award winner.  
Leah: Oh, Congratulations.
Janette: Oh, my goodness. Congratulations. We had no idea we were here with this award-winning superstar.
Leah: Superstar, yeah.
Suhn: Oh, my gosh.
Janette: But all of those things that you're describing make a difference everywhere you go. I hope that continues throughout your life, that you're able to engage with your community and support and give back that same way.
Amy: Yeah, for her degree, what's your plan for it?
Suhn: I want to be a visual and data journalist. I plan to do this by going to ISU to get a Bachelor of Arts in political science with a double major in communication.
Janette: That's going to be so cool.
Leah: Yeah, that is gonna be so cool.
Janette: I really am excited for you because there's so much potential. There's a lot of advancements happening in journalism right now, particularly data journalism. I work a lot with data. Just seeing the technology and the way that the storytelling happens, I think that's really exciting, particularly for social justice initiatives and the kinds of things that you're talking about.
Leah: I'm really excited for the human race when we have kids like this coming to take over. I'm so glad I met you today, Suhn.
Janette: That's amazing. Tell us a little bit about how you got started using the library. Have you been using it your whole life, or was it natural for you to come here once you got to U-High?
Suhn: When I was a little kid, my mom got us very excited about the Normal Public Library reading program.
Janette: Shout out, Normal Public Library.
Leah: Yes.
Suhn: We really liked that as kids, mostly because we could go to Carl's Ice Cream, get all the gift cards and stuff. But then my mom would make it a priority to read with us. I realized that I really like books. Coming here to U-High, all the students at the open house were like, "The library is my favorite part of this school. You should be here all the time." I was like, "Sure, why not?"
Janette: What is your favorite thing about the library?
Suhn: Shout out to Ms. Brokaw. My favorite part is the people.
Janette: I love that.
Suhn: If I have to speak to the library itself, I really like that it's just accessible to everyone throughout the day. It doesn't have to be super quiet, or it doesn't have to be one thing happening.
Janette: I love that because it's like open doors, no barriers. Everybody can come in, and everyone is welcome. That's what we say about school libraries all the time.
Leah: Yes. That's why we argue so hard about schools that want to close the library for three hours a day to send their librarian someplace else. I'm like, "Then the magic's not happening in the library."
Janette: I think what you've just said perfectly encapsulates what we want the library space to be. We want kids to walk in and feel like this is the place they belong. We don't want it to feel like you're visiting a foreign land every time you come here, like, "I don't know what they do here. They have books, but that's about it." Do you have a favorite library memory? Something that's happened here?
[laughter]
Janette: Oh, they're both laughing. Oh, it's always good when they laugh.
Suhn: This is really funny. I like eating adventurously.
Janette: You might have to elaborate on that.
Suhn: My friend dared me to eat a ghost pepper with her. I ate with a group of people, we split the ghost pepper with the seeds evenly, and we all ate it after school in the library.
Leah: As one does.
Suhn: Immediately, it wasn't spicy, but the burn-
Janette: Wait a minute. Wait. It was not spicy?
Suhn: [laughs]
Janette: You must have a really high spice tolerance.
Suhn: So the physical spicy-- When you initially eat it, it's just like a green pepper, right?
Janette: I can see that. It's the after.
Suhn: It's the after that it burns for a long time.
Janette: You are brave. That's all I've got to say. You are very brave.
Leah: Were you present for this, Amy?
Amy: Yes, I was around.
Suhn: That is definitely one of my favorites.
Janette: Did you partake?
Amy: Oh, no, I did not. It was definitely a student thing.
Suhn: It's just small things like that that make this library really good, is that people just find a lot of joy here. They'll be doing whatever.
Leah: I love that so much. I think I might cry.
Janette: I love that, too. How does it make you feel to hear her say that?
Amy: I just love the kids finding a spot to belong in the community. That's what we're going for. Hopefully, they all find--
Leah: You describing that memory, it's not like a curriculum thing, it's not on any state test, but it's learning and growing and finding community and making connections.
Janette: Who knew? The thing you were going to learn that day was-
Leah: Don't eat a ghost pepper.
Janette: -what's it like to eat a ghost pepper.
Leah: Did you guys prepare in advance? Did you have milk or something to douse?
Suhn: No, I walked in here fully not expecting to be dared to eat a ghost pepper. Then I saw that they were doing it.
Janette: The things that happen. This is high school, people.
Suhn: My friend was like, "You want to do it?" I was like, "Why not?" So we did it. I also learned that I'm not going to do it again.
[laughter]
Janette: See? You know what? People say that all the time, even when you have a negative experience, you still learn something.
Leah: You did learn something, yes.
Janette: Something positive comes out of it. Oh, you are much braver than I am. No. My husband really likes ghost pepper stuff, like seasonings and sauces and stuff. I'm just like, "I would like to feel my taste buds afterward, my mouth, for it to not be numb." Was your mouth numb after?
Suhn: It was just like a burn everywhere.
Janette: Overall burn everywhere.
Leah: “My entire body burned for three days.”
[laughter]
Janette: You said that you mentioned that the library was really important for you to connect. Just from the very beginning, people were recommending that you would spend time here, to really engage with this space.
Suhn: Yeah.
Janette: How do you feel like it has shaped your experience?
Suhn: I think it's been really good to see all the ways that my teachers are collaborating with each other through the library. Also, the ways that getting access to resources like books and research has really made our learning experience better and my learning experience better. Something that the U-High curriculum focuses on is student research. In our freshman program, you get the opportunity to do a research paper at the end of the year. That's the first time that most people will be introduced to the library, is pulling those research resources. For me, it's that part, but it also goes towards just being able to know that I have people and resources that I can do the types of learning that I want to do.
Leah: I think she needs to go in front of Congress and say that exact speech. That's amazing.
Janette: That's why we're here, right, is to hear it from the students who are being directly impacted by the work that you're doing, and everyone in this building, really. The library community as a whole is really pushing to make sure kids continue to have access to spaces and resources like what you're doing here. Shout out to you. That's amazing.
Leah: Yes, Amy.
Janette: What a testimonial.
Amy: And the school for supporting the library. All those things make a huge difference.
Leah: Yes, 100%.
Janette: It does make a big difference. Let me ask you this. Aside from the ghost pepper eating, was there anything about the library that surprised you?
Suhn: I think I was surprised that people, they would just come here to eat lunch. Most libraries, you're not just casually just eating lunch here. Sometimes it's for better and sometimes it's for worse, but people lose their filters in the library sometimes. You'll see some really funny conversations happening.
Amy: Like ghost peppers.
Suhn: Obviously, we want to encourage school appropriateness, but it is cool to see people-- Like Ms. Brokaw was talking about the belonging piece. People, honestly, when they come here, they talk like themselves, which is how it should be.
Leah: They can be themselves here.
Janette: It speaks to how comfortable they are. It's a safe space. Would you say it's a safe space?
Suhn: Yes, absolutely.
Janette: That's amazing. I love it. Oh, I just have all the good feelings.
Leah: I'm so glad we came here today.
Janette: What advice do you have for other students who maybe aren't taking advantage of the library?
Suhn: You can walk in here literally anytime and request supplies. You can walk in here just to see if we have a book or see if you can get help with this thing. It doesn't have to be like you have to know exactly what you're going to do when you come in here, or have a specific thing. You can just be here.
Leah: True.
Janette: You do have a really great seating area right in the center that I noticed as soon as I walked in, that I was like, "That is very inviting," to just make you want to sit down, pick up a book, or just take a deep breath because school's hard.
Leah: School is hard. It's so hard.
Janette: I think we discount just how much pressure and how much stress you have, even if you don't really realize it throughout the day. You said you're a senior. Are you looking forward to graduation?
Suhn: Yes. We have 38 days. I'm not counting, I promise.
[laughter]
Leah: You just happen to know that.
Suhn: I just happen to know, yeah. I think later this summer at some point, my brother at the end of summer is going to be getting married.
Janette: That's exciting. Congrats.
Leah: That's exciting.
Suhn: That should be fun for our family. Then also, we have a trip planned in July to go to Gatlinburg area.
Janette: Have you been there before?
Suhn: We've been to Tennessee before. Not necessarily to spend a lot of time in Gatlinburg, though.
Janette: That's one of my absolute favorite places. This is a little-known fact about me. When I lived in Atlanta-- Gatlinburg is like a day trip from Atlanta. It's only about four hours away. You would go for long weekends or whatever. We used to have season passes to Dollywood.
Leah: Did you really?
Janette: We did. Honestly-
Leah: I did not know this.
Janette: I'm telling you, little-known facts. It is probably is one of my, still one of my favorite theme parks ever. I hope you really enjoy it because it's small enough that you can do the whole thing in a day, and you don't feel like you're super tired at the end. It has great shows. The rides are really great if you love roller coasters. It's going to be hot. They used to have free water, which was always really nice because a lot of places, you have to pay for water. I hope you love it. Gatlinburg, that whole area is just amazing to me. There's a magic shop we used to go to, lots of cool little gems.
Suhn: I'm super excited.
Leah: Enjoy.
Janette: Lots of bears, so be ready.
Leah: Oh, wow.
Amy: What does your end of the school year look like?
Suhn: Mostly, it's getting ready for Class Night, which is a U-High tradition that we have, that seniors will do short videos or jokes, and also welcome to the new freshmen.
Janette: That's so cool. I love that.
Suhn: I get the privilege to be part of the class night band. I am a singer, so I'll be singing with some of my friends, so that'll be fun. As far as class stuff, preparing for AP tests. Ironically, they’re both at the same time.
Janette: Oh, really?
Suhn: I'll be coming back after graduation to make one of them up.
[laughter]
Leah: You would think they would plan that better for you.
Leah: You would think, but--
Janette: I guess you just keep coming back for more, right?
Suhn: Yeah.
Janette: It's like when you graduate from your school, you never really truly leave. You're always welcome back as an alum. If you're at ISU, you'll be close by.
Suhn: Yes.
Leah: That's cool.
Janette: Is there anything else you want people to know about your library that we haven't touched on, maybe?
Suhn: The only other thing I would say would be we have a wonderful staff member, Ms. Stacy Durham, at the library, and she does not get enough recognition for all the things in the background that she does. Libraries aren't as much as they are about the librarian, obviously. Our wonderful library staff is also here, and all the people that support from our admin to everyone that pours into this library. For other schools, if you want people to get excited about your library, also get excited about your library. That's one of the best things that Ms. Brokaw has done, is showing people how excited she is about the library.
Janette: Enthusiasm is contagious.
Leah: Yes, it is.
Janette: You reap what you sow a little bit. Do you feel like all the other students here feel as connected to the library as you do?
Suhn: I think a lot of people do.
Leah: I can tell just by watching.
Janette: Yeah, the students that are in here look very comfortable, really at home.
Suhn: For the majority of students that are in here every day, yes, definitely. There are some that maybe haven't been here as much, and maybe it's just a place to get resources, but I think that's a really valuable understanding, too. Even if you don't love it, that's okay because not everyone loves books, but it can still be a space where you can give and get things out of.
Janette: I think that's a perfect way to sum it up.
Leah: Yes, I think so. We can't really top that.
Janette: No.
Janette: Thanks so much for joining us today. I really appreciate you taking the time.
Leah: Thank you. It was a pleasure to meet you. Good luck next year.
Suhn: Appreciate it.
Janette: Wishing you all the best. I can't wait to say “I knew you when.”
Leah: Yes, exactly. She's going to be a famous visual journalist.
Janette: I feel like you're going to do great things. Good luck.
Suhn: Thank you so much.
Janette: All right. Now we're excited to welcome in another U High student, this time a freshman. We're going to get a little bit different perspective. Welcome, Anuraag. If you could just introduce yourself, tell us a little bit about you, I would appreciate that.
Anuraag Kariyala: I'm Anuraag , freshman at U High. I play soccer at U High, too. I do robotics, and I do speech and debate here.
Janette: All right. That's a busy schedule. When you say you do robotics, tell me about that.
Anuraag: I'm part of an FTC team, they have mechanical ducks. They do competitions. There's four meets and then the main competition. At the beginning of the season, they give us a theme, which we have to build and code something on. I'm more of a builder at robotics.
Janette: Not so much a coder, you're the builder.
Anuraag: Yeah, but my mom says I have to learn the coding part of it. We just have to learn it.
Janette: [chuckles] Probably a good idea. What was your theme for this year?
Anuraag: This year, it was some archaeology thing. We had to just collect these artifacts. Artifacts are basically balls. You had to shoot the balls into a container, basically.
Janette: That's so cool.
Leah: That is cool.
Anuraag: This year was a lot more fun than last year. This year, you can just shoot balls. Last year was a lot more mission-based theme, which was a lot harder.
Amy: They're really cool.
Leah: Very cool.
Amy: Have you seen one of those robotics from FIRST Robotics?
Janette: No. I've seen a collegiate-level robotics competition, but I haven't seen anything that's been high school.
Leah: The only robotics competition I've ever seen is the ones where they fight each other. It's BattleBots.
Anuraag: They have robotics for middle school, too, and then high school. FLL is middle school. FTC is also middle school to high school, and then high school is FRC.
Janette: How much of your time do you think that takes up, spending on just robotics?
Anuraag: They used to have two times a week, so Tuesday, Thursday, but then they also made it Saturday.
Janette: That's really cool. How many people are on your team?
Anuraag: Maximum is 11 people. I think there's 11 people on our team.
Janette: How many coders versus builders?
Anuraag: A lot more builders than coders. There was three coders and five or six builders, and the people for portfolio and presentation.
Janette: So how does, or does the library factor into your robotics at all? Do you come here to look up stuff?
Anuraag: My eighth hour I spend here, I usually do homework and stuff, but they also have 3D printers, so then if I CAD something for robotics, I can print it here if it's small.
Janette: Talk about 3D printing because I think we talk a lot about libraries have 3D printers, but if someone has never 3D-printed something before, how would they go about doing that?
Anuraag: We have a class, actually, that teaches-
Amy: Very true.
Janette: His answer is, "Take a class."
Anuraag: We have a class that teaches you how to do it. Then they use Fusion. Our robotics use Onshape, which is-
Janette: You're talking about the program.
Anuraag: Yeah. Then Ms. Brokaw has a Prusa. Then she has a PrusaSlicer. which she slices and prints it.
Amy: Yeah. For students, if they have a project that they want to submit, they can go online to our website and put in the image that they've created. Then I actually have an independent study student who does the slicing. When they put that image into the PrusaSlicer, then the library can do that for them. The main part is them creating the image in Auto Fusion, like he's talking about, and then we can slice it here in the library after we get the request.
Leah: This is one of those cases where they're saying words, and I recognize them as words.
[laughter]
Janette: That's why I was like, "Describe that process." I'm familiar with 3D printing and the coding piece of it. One of the big things now that I see a lot of people doing is they go online and buy the code to make a certain thing, and then they just have it printed, or they'll print it on their own printer.
Leah: That's cheating.
Janette: It's not any different than buying plans for a bookshelf or something like that. Someone else has just done the work to think about all the nuts and bolts that have to go into it.
Leah: Got it, like I buy patterns for cross-stitching.
Janette: Yes, exactly. It's the same thing.
Leah: Okay. I'll allow it.
Janette: Your mom is right. Do learn the coding because then you can sell your code. No, I'm just kidding.
Anuraag: If you CAD it, then you can just download the STL file, which basically that's the code.
Janette: But you also have to know how to use that technology. It sounds like you're a very tech-focused person. Do you enjoy a lot of tech stuff?
Anuraag: Yeah. There's U-High Tech Crew. Next year, I'm planning to do that. They do a lot of fixing of the computers and any technology in this school. Mr. Corrigan does most of it, and then he has students like us, U-High Tech Crew workers, and he gives us jobs or assignments.
Janette: That is so cool.
Leah: That is cool.
Amy: It's like a Geek Squad right here.
Janette: Similar to how I'm the library TA, but they have a tech TA. I love that.
Leah: I love that, too.
Janette: You get to learn all the ins and outs of a lot of different things, not just classroom stuff, which I love.
Leah: In your relationship with the library, have you always been a library user? Were you a library kid? Did your parents take you to the library, or this is the first library you've ever stepped foot? Tell us a little bit about--
Anuraag: My parents did make me go to the library, but I still didn't like reading books. I didn't like the library. When I was living in India, I didn't go to the library at all. When I came here, it was a lot more fun in the library. It was not as much like you can only read books here. You can do a lot more talking, eating, having fun instead of just reading books.
Janette: We've heard from a lot of different people that when you go to other countries, the library is different. Culturally, it's different. A lot of times, it's just academic institutions. Was it like that in India?
Anuraag: Yeah, more reading books, where people are either studying or-
Leah: Is it a quiet space there?
Anuraag: Yes. It's not as much as talking and eating. Eating, I don't think, was allowed.
Janette: What do you love about the library here? Do you consider yourself a library kid now?
Anuraag: I just stay here my eighth hour. I got a good seat because I sit behind the librarian's place. I get a good chair. Then it's pretty good, too.
Leah: Was there anything about the library here that surprised you?
Anuraag: Eating. You can eat in here.
Janette: That's something, I think, everybody-
Leah: Everybody's like, "What? She lets them eat?”
Anuraag: And talking a lot. At BJ, when I was-- Middle school, too. You're not allowed to eat or speak loudly because there's other people working. Here, even if they're working, they're still fine with us talking a lot. If you get too loud, sometimes you get in trouble.
Janette: Yes. Nobody wants it to be too loud because everybody needs to be productive.
Anuraag: The library here is not-- People can be productive. It's a lot more fun, though.
Janette: Do you think libraries should be fun?
Anuraag: Yes. This library is fun. Every library should be fun, but some are not.
Janette: What's fun about your library?
Anuraag: The events we host here. For French, we got to have a Christmas market here. Then we had a bunch of games and stalls set up. Then, other libraries, I don't think, would not have allowed that.
Janette: I heard you had an event last night, right?
Anuraag: Some edible food club?
Janette: Yeah. Were you able to go to that or no?
Anuraag: Yeah. I ate three croissants.
Janette: Three croissants?
Anuraag: Then there was Lord of the Rings. I got some rings.
Janette: What were the rings made of?
Amy: They were Funyuns. It was Lord of the Funyun Rings.
Leah: Oh, Lord of the Funyun Rings.
Amy: Yes,
Janette: Oh, my gosh.
Amy: Instead of Lord of the Rings.
Janette: I'm trying to imagine what could be around, but Funyuns, I did not think of that.
Amy: The croissants were Kisses and Croissants, that book.
Anuraag: One person made a Six of Crows cake.
Janette: That's amazing.
Leah: I've read about edible book clubs or book nights before. I'm just like, "Sign me up. Those are my two favorite things."
Janette: Some people get really creative, though, too. There are some things I would never have thought of. I think I'm not that kind of reader. Are you that kind of reader when you're thinking about a book?
Anuraag: My sister is, not me. My sister reads books. I don't like reading books that much.
Amy: You recently got a series you like.
Anuraag: Yeah, but that's like science-- It's boring, and then it's good, and then boring, and then good. It's completely boring.
Leah: That's all books, though. I think books are like TV shows. Do you ever watch something and you're like, "Okay, this just got really slow?” I think books have little slow spots, too.
Anuraag: This is a lot of slow. It's like a really good part, and then it goes slow for half the book, a good part again, and then slow all over again.
Janette: I guess my question for you is, if you're not really into reading books, do you read anything else?
Anuraag: For school, we have to read books.
Leah: Do you read comic books?
Anuraag: Yeah, the manga section over there.
Leah: Graphic novels.
Anuraag: When I was at BJ, I read all of them.
Janette: That's still reading.
Leah: That's still reading. That counts as reading.
Janette: Don't say you're not a reader.
Leah: Those are all books.
Janette: We talk a lot about different people identify as a reader or not reader, and a lot of times we define that based on whether you read books or don't read books. If you read the newspaper, if you read blog posts, if you belong to a forum-
Leah: If you read sports magazines, that's reading.
Janette: What about all your tech stuff, your robotics and stuff? Do you follow anything?
Anuraag: Oh, yes. This guy named Brogan M Pratt, he's one of the coaches for one of the international teams, and he's gotten eight teams to nationals. He's a pretty good source to watch for ideas. He comes up with new ideas every season, so you can watch him and get ideas for your own robot.
Janette: Inspiration, yeah.
Anuraag: I think I copied a couple of his ideas.
Janette: That's what we're all here doing, right?
Amy: Yeah.
Leah: How has this library shaped your freshman year? Did you know you were going to spend a lot of time in the library, or did it just happen that way?
Anuraag: I didn't even know I was going to come to U-High.
Leah: Oh, really?
Anuraag: I only applied to U-High because my sister applied. I was like, "I need to apply too," so I applied.
Janette: It's funny how that happened.
Leah: Yes.
Anuraag: Then turntables have turned, and I'm going here now. I didn't expect I was going to be here.
Amy: Do you remember the first time you came in the library?
Anuraag: The first time I came in was for the base testing we had to take. Then after that, I started coming in. On the first day, I also came in because I wanted to see what was in the library.
Janette: Now that you know how amazing the library is, what do you have to tell other kids or the next freshman class that's coming in about what they should know about the library at U-High?
Anuraag: The library is very fun and inclusive. If you just come in, you'll never want to leave the library.
Janette: You mentioned that it's inclusive. Tell me what makes you feel like it's inclusive.
Anuraag: If you come in here, they're not going to judge you. Some other libraries, you come in, "Oh, you're such a nerd for sitting in the library." Here, no matter what, everyone comes to the library to talk, to do homework, to eat, to do anything. I think somebody hooked up gaming stations to the TV.
Janette: So how do you think more libraries can become inclusive like yours? You said in some places, they're talking about, "Oh, you're a nerd if you're in the library," or whatever. How do they get past that?
Anuraag: I don't know. Maybe make it more-- Some libraries also have good seating. Make good seating, I guess, and people are automatically going to start coming.
Leah: Yes, it is like a self-fulfilling prophecy. If you build something that people want to come to, people are going to come to it. If people start coming to it, then more people will come to it.
Janette: I agree. Something that you're saying, it really resonates with what Suhn said to us earlier, which was that it's the people that make the library. I think, specifically, first, she was talking about you and Stacy, right Amy? That the two of you create this welcoming space. I think what he's saying is that it might start with that, but it's everyone all together. It's a community in the library.
Leah: What advice would you have for a new freshman coming in who might be nervous about coming into the library? What would you tell them?
Anuraag: Why would you be nervous to come into the library?
Janette: You just said somebody might call you a nerd.
Anuraag: Yeah, but this is a new school, so you don't have to worry about that.
Janette: True. There's a lot to going to a new school. That's a big adjustment in itself.
Leah: Yeah. So what does next year hold for you?
Amy: Oh, that's a good question.
Anuraag: A lot harder classes.
Leah: A lot harder classes?
Anuraag: A lot more homework because we got our schedule planned out. At least I have good friends in every class.
Janette: That's nice. That's important.
Leah: Yes, it is so important.
Janette: You were telling us a little bit earlier about your schedule this year and how it's going to change for next year. Can you talk about that a little bit more?
Anuraag: Next year is different because this year, we had most of our classes pre-planned out because the freshmen block, you have to take the same English, science, social studies, and you have the same 25 people for those three classes. They're back-to-back. Next year, you're going to choose when you want your class and their lunch changes because you don't get a built-in lunch next year. You have to either get a free or don't get a free and eat during class.
Janette: This year, you have a lunch because it's built-in, but do you think a lot of people just eat in class? They choose not to have the free?
Leah: Are they choosing not to have a free to fit in another class?
Amy: Yeah.
Leah: Oh, my gosh. Yes. I can see that happening.
Janette: I want to back up to when you were talking about your mom wants you to learn coding. Where would you go to learn something like that? Is it something you can do at school?
Anuraag: I'm learning right now at W3Schools. It's pretty good. Robotics teaches you, but they're more like, "Okay. We'll give you a little bit. We'll teach you a little bit, but then you're going to have to develop your own interest," which is understandable. During the season, it's a lot harder to focus on building the coding skills and more of just coding the robot, at least to get it to work. Off-season is generally when you want to learn the code, and during the season is when you want to apply it because you're not going to be able to learn during the season because you have to get the robot done.
Janette: Do you feel like W3Schools has everything you need?
Anuraag: Oh, yeah. They have every language. They have everything you need, but you can also have ChatGPT help you on the way. It can actually help teach you.
Janette: ChatGPT is pretty good at coding. Not great.
Anuraag: Most people do use it.
Leah: That makes sense to me.
Janette: It can give you the wrong commands, though, so be careful. You do have to be careful.
Anuraag: Coders now do use AI a lot. They know the concept, but for the syntax and everything, they just AI it.
Janette: Let's talk about AI a little bit. This is off-topic for this episode, but it's applicable. How does that fit into what you're doing, like your schoolwork and things like that, and the library?
Anuraag: You can use AI to help you get ideas for stuff.
Leah: Does U-High have a policy?
Anuraag: They have a policy, but they do allow Copilot. Copilot's on your computer, all Chromebooks. Our English teacher's messing around with Magic School AI to help us with our writing and stuff. He's also letting us implement some sort of AI during English.
Leah: Honestly, you cannot get away from AI in today's day and age.
Janette: No, that's why I'm curious to see how you're using it, because that's one of the things with librarians specifically. We talk about so many people are against it wholly, and they don't want to talk about using it at all. But I think kids have to learn how to use it.
Leah: It's here. You can't put that genie back in the bottle.
Janette: No. I think about my own work because I'm a data analyst. A lot of what I do, I do use it for idea generation. It's a great brainstorming partner. I don't let it do my work for me. I will ask it if I have a troubleshooting code and I can't figure out what's wrong with it. It's pretty good at Python syntax, so no problem. But you've got to figure out what the limits are. We were also learning about the research paper that you have to work on. Can you tell us a little bit about that?
Anuraag: It's a month-long thing, and it's a lot of choose-your-own-adventure in class because there's multiple things you have to do. Then he just gives the three things, and we have to choose what we want to do for that day.
Janette: What are the three things?
Anuraag: Thesis statement, outlining your body paragraphs, and research.
Janette: What's your topic?
Anuraag: British industrialization of India set back the development of India before its independence, as seen by the abuse of native labor, depletion of land, and removal of resources.
Janette: So how are you going to-- Since obviously, I'm assuming you don't already know about the industrialization of India?
Anuraag: We had to research last whole week.
Leah: Have you done the research already?
Anuraag: We've got some. We had to get five sources and two evidence per source, but now it's putting those sources here and then finding more sources, so we have to keep doing research.
Janette: Can you tell us a little bit about what sources you're using?
Anuraag: We have to use database sources and website sources both. Database source is a lot harder to find. In my opinion, websites are a lot easier.
Janette: What makes them harder?
Anuraag: They give millions. They give 1,000 resources, and you have to make it smaller every time to get one you're actually doing. Some databases are not good because they don't take your keywords right.
Leah: Oh, the controlled language.
Janette: The search.
Leah: Yep.
Janette: This is something librarians talk about a lot. How do you get the information out of a database?
Leah: And some databases are better than others in reading your mind when you're trying to put your searches in.
Anuraag: Ms. Brokaw knows databases, so I just ask her. That'll be my evidence.
Janette: It's a good thing you have a librarian.
Leah: Look, he knows that to get help in the library, you ask the librarian. That's awesome.
Janette: I think that sometimes searching databases isn't intuitive because you're used to writing prompts for Google or ChatGPT or other places. It's more question-based or sentence-based prompting.
Leah: Even as a professional librarian, it's hard. It's a learned skill.
Janette: Sometimes, it really is so hard.
Leah: It takes time.
Janette: And it depends on the specific database you're using, right?
Leah: Yes.
Amy: We usually start with our Gale-based package for resources, which I think is just a good intro. But our students have access to all the things through Milner and searching Milner's ISU catalog.
Leah: That's massive.
Amy: That is quite large, so helping to refine that.
Leah: That's also overwhelming, I imagine.
Amy: So when he talked about thousands of resources, that's what they're talking about.
Janette: Especially for a topic like that, there's a lot of different resources.
Leah: Good luck. That sounds fascinating and also like a ton of work.
Janette: We're going to get ready to wrap up the podcast. We like to do a final segment. It's called Shelf Care. That's our spin on talking about self-care. How do you like to let off steam if you're feeling stressed or overwhelmed? I would just love to ask if you're willing to share something that you like to do.
Anuraag: I like to watch TV or play outside.
Janette: I guess soccer and stuff like that, that's probably part of that too, right? A little bit. How about you, Amy?
Amy: I would agree. Being outside is probably one of mine. I like doing things around my house in the garden, yard work, flowers, and I have a dog.
Anuraag: That's just chores.
Leah: And it's like, finally, that time of year.
Amy: I love it. It's not a chore. I just enjoy it. Then I have a dog that I like to take for walks.
Janette: It's all about perspective because to some people it is a chore.
Leah: Yes.
[laughter]
Leah: Yard work is not my idea of a good time.
Anuraag: Yeah.
Amy: I don't play outside.
Leah: It kind of--that is your playing, yes.
Janette: My husband is very much-- He loves to do yard work. It's like he looks forward to it. I'm like, "That is not me." I will do some things outside.
Leah: I don't do outside, period. I don't like outside.
Janette: All right. It was really great to have you on the podcast today. Thank you so much for joining us.
Anuraag: Thank you for having us.
Janette: Is there anything that we haven't asked you that you wanted to share with our listeners about you, the library?
Leah: The school? Anything?
Anuraag: I think you've asked every question and more stuff, which I did not plan for.
[laughter]
Janette: That's okay because it's a conversation.
Leah: It's a conversation, and we just go where it leads us. We appreciate you for being a good sport.
Janette: Yes. He's like, "This wasn't on the test." I'm like, "It's not a test." Amy, thank you again for hosting.
Leah: Thank you for having us today.
Amy: Thank you, all, for driving over.
Janette: We really appreciate it. Thanks so much. To all of our listeners out there, thank you for supporting us through an amazing second season of Can't Shelve This. We appreciate all of you joining us through this journey. We're excited to bring you even more in Season 3. Let us know if you have any questions or topic ideas that you want us to cover. As always, you can leave us a voicemail on our hotline, the bat phone, 630-734-5015. We hope you have an amazing summer, and we'll see you again in the fall. Until next time, stay legit, don't quit.
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